


WHY CHOOSE
RMPS?





RMPS =
Religious, Moral and 
Philosophical Studies



SQA RMPS Units

UNIT 1 – World Religion

UNIT 2 – Morality & Belief

UNIT 3 – Religious & 
Philosophical Questions

St. Columba’s Higher Topic Areas

Christianity

Morality & Conflict

Origins



UNIT 1 – World Religion Christianity

Key Beliefs 1:  Beliefs about God

Key Beliefs 2:  Nature of Humans (Free Will; Sin; Stewards)

Key Beliefs 3:  Beliefs about Jesus

Key Beliefs 4:  Judgement; Heaven & Hell

Key Practice 1:  Living according to the Gospels

Key Practice 2:  Christian Action; the Christian Community

Key Practice 3:  Worship; Prayer; Eucharist



UNIT 2 – Morality & Belief Morality & Conflict

Conflict Consequences of War

Modern Armaments

Weapons of Mass 
Destruction

Conventional 
Weapons

Smart
Weapons

for Humans

for the Environment

for the Economy

Types of War

Justifications for War

Alternatives to War



UNIT 3 – Religious & 
Philosophical Questions

Origins

Question 1
How does religion explain the 

origins of the universe and of life?

Question 2
What evidence does religion use 
to support these explanations? 

Question 3
What are the strengths and 

weaknesses of religious 
evidence/explanations? 

Question 4
How does science explain the 

origins of the universe and of life?

Question 5
What evidence does science use 
to support these explanations?

Question 6
What are the strengths and 

weaknesses of scientific 
evidence/explanations?

Question 7
Can religious & scientific views 

on origins be compatible?



What Skills Are Required?
researching, analysing, evaluating and synthesising information to draw detailed, 
reasoned and well-structured conclusions and present findings about factual and 

theoretical elements of religious, moral and philosophical topics or issues
identifying and responding to different ideas and viewpoints

interpreting the meaning and context of sources related to world religions,
and explaining relevant abstract ideas

evaluating & expressing reasoned & well-structured views about contemporary moral &
religious & philosophical questions & responses, & explaining relevant theoretical ideas 

critically analysing and explaining contemporary moral and religious and philosophical 
questions, and explaining relevant theoretical ideas

demonstrating in-depth factual & abstract knowledge & understanding of the significance 
& impact of religion today by explaining some key beliefs, practices and sources found 

within Christianity, and the contribution these make to the lives of Christians



Assessment

The course has two Assessment Components with a total of 110 marks

Component 1: Assignment
An assignment in 2 stages on a Moral Issue, worth a total of 30 marks

Component 2: Exam (2 Papers)
Paper 1 with 2 sections & Paper 2 with 1 section, total of 80 marks

Ongoing Assessment
Regular class tests and homework to indicate final presentation level



Entry Requirements

Progression

Candidates should have gained (or predicted to gain) a 
‘Grade B’ at National 5 English and/or Modern Studies

Candidates can progress to
Higher Philosophy or Advanced Higher RMPS



Broadcasting

The Future

RMPS Higher – leading to further study at University

Careers
Wide range of careers that the skills are useful for:

Social Care Teaching Law Politics Health CareCivil Service

Charity Administration

Community Work

Social Work

Human ResourcesYouth WorkFundraising

Advisory ServicesPsychologyCounsellingManagement

It’s not just: Religious Leadership!




