


WHY CHOOSE
RMPS?





RMPS =
Religious, Moral and 
Philosophical Studies



SQA RMPS Units

UNIT 1 – World Religion

UNIT 2 – Morality & Belief

UNIT 3 – Religious & 
Philosophical Questions

St. Columba’s National 5 Topic 
Areas

Christianity

Morality & Justice

The Existence of God



UNIT 1 – World Religion Christianity

Key Belief 1:  The Nature of God

Key Belief 2:  Humans created in God’s likeness

Key Belief 3:  Free Will

Key Belief 4:  Sin

Key Belief 5:  Jesus as the Incarnation

Key Belief 6:  The Death & Resurrection of Jesus

Key Belief 7:  Judgement

Key Belief 8:  Heaven & Hell

Key Belief 9:  Jesus & His Example

Key Practice:  Worship



UNIT 2 – Morality & Belief Morality & Justice

The Purposes of Punishment

The Causes of Crime

The UK Responses to Crime

Capital Punishment & Life Tariffs

Humaneness Human Rights

Custodial Sentences Non-Custodial Crime Prevention

Poverty Environment Psychological

Retribution Deterrence Reformation Protection



UNIT 3 – Religious & 
Philosophical Questions

The Existence of God

The Nature of God

Cosmological Argument Teleological Argument

What is belief?
Who is God?

What is God like?
Why do people believe?

Aquinas’ Cosmological Argument
Counter Arguments

Science & the Cosmological Argument
Viewpoints supporting & criticising the Argument

Paley’s Teleological Argument
Counter Arguments

Science & the Teleological Argument
Viewpoints supporting & criticising the Argument



What Skills Are Required?

give accurate accounts of factual information relating to aspects of 
religion, morality and philosophy

demonstrate an understanding of aspects of
religion, morality and philosophy 

analyse beliefs and practices related to
world religions, moral issues and philosophical questions 

evaluate beliefs and practices related to
world religions, moral issues and philosophical questions



Assessment

The course has two Assessment Components with a total of 100 marks

Component 1: Assignment
An assignment in 2 stages on a Moral Issue, worth a total of 20 marks

Component 2: Exam
1 Paper with 3 sections worth a total of 80 marks

Ongoing Assessment
Regular class tests and homework to indicate final level



Entry Requirements

Progression

Candidates should be on course to achieve
Fourth Level in English by the end of S3

Candidates can progress to either
Higher RMPS or Higher Philosophy



Broadcasting

The Future

RMPS National 5 – leading to further study at Higher
is a very good basis for University Study

Careers
Wide range of careers that the skills are useful for:

Social Care Teaching Law Politics Health CareCivil Service

Charity Administration

Community Work

Social Work

Human ResourcesYouth WorkFundraising

Advisory ServicesPsychologyCounsellingManagement

It’s not just: Religious Leadership!




